
The Proposed Church Ramp   (Updated to 10th Nov 202 5) 
 
Our church is proposing to build a permanent ramp at the principal entrance to the 
church. Currently we have 3 entrances to the church building, all of which are 
approached by 3 steps. This makes access difficult or impossible for those with 
mobility issues, particularly wheel-chair users. Access is also difficult for people 
pushing buggies and for those carrying heavy loads, such as coffin-bearers and 
workmen. The PCC is actively seeking to remedy this situation and trying to make 
the church building more inclusive. This will benefit not only regular worshippers 
but those attending weddings, funerals and special services, visitors, and those 
taking part in community events or hiring the church.  
The ramp (with a gentle slope of 1 in 20) is roughly 9 metres long and will run from 
the church's main door along the path in the direction of the lychgate. There will 
be horizontal 'landings' at each end. At the church end, at right angles to the ramp 
and on both sides of the ramp, there will be a set of 3 steps, in accordance with 
building regulations. The ramp will be constructed of stone which matches the 
church, and the inclined surface will be of tarmac. It will have metal guard rails 
and wooden hand rails. 
We have been kindly presented with a set of plans by a local architect, free-of-
charge, and we have obtained planning permission for the project, and registered 
with Kirklees Building Control. After a tendering process, we have appointed a 
builder. We have obtained Diocesan approval for the project. We are now seeking 
funds to build the ramp and are looking for about £26,000. (As it is a disability-
related project we shall not have to pay VAT.)  
We are very grateful for financial pledges from the Hepworth Singers (£500) and 
the Hepworth Community Association (£500), a donation from the Feast 
Committee (£400) and grants from the Diocese of Leeds (£4,500) and from The 
Benefact Trust (£2,000). Together with private donations (£600 so far) and the 
money which our church has committed to set aside (£7,000) from its own funds, 
we now have £15,500 for the ramp, and are looking to raise a further £10,500. We 
are currently putting in grant applications to national and local bodies, and, though 
hopeful, we recognise that this is a very uncertain source of funding. Any 
contributions from readers would, therefore, be most gratefully received; 
donations could be discussed with our church treasurer (Mrs Elaine Anderson; 
01484-686734) or sent via the Hepworth Church Access 
Ramp page on the Just Giving website. This page can be 
directly accessed through the QR code given here. (Should 
our fund-raising income exceed what is needed, any surplus 
will be directed towards another church/community project 
such as restoration of the church clock.)  
Our church has needed a ramp for over 160 years; we hope 
that we are not that far from acquiring one!  
 
Elsewhere on this website, there is a 3-minute video which shows just 

how badly we need a ramp. Do please take a look! 
 



 
1.     A Photograph Showing the Site and Footprint of the Ramp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. A Photograph showing why a Permanent Ramp is so badly  needed! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The yellow cones delineate the footprint 
of the Ramp and the side-steps 


